----------------- Chapter  14 ------------------

-   THE WAR AND  THE ANGLO-SOVIET   -

-    ALLIANCE    -

HITLER aimed m the summer of 1941 to crush USSR
by a swift blow, as she had done before in the case of
Poland and of France But the Red Army had found an
answer to the German bhtz strategy, and the German plan
of encirclement and annihilation of the Red Army was
foiled While the Russians were forced to fall back, and
suffered very severe losses both of men and territory, and
although the Germans made a deep penetration into the
Ukraine, crossing the Dnieper and capturing Kiev and
Kharkov, the grand assaults on Leningrad and Moscow
were fought to a standstill In the first week of December
Hitler suffered his first major defeat, being thrown back
by well-timed counter-attacks from before Moscow and
forced to retreat Meanwhile, with great heroism ordinary
people, farmers, school-teachers, Red Army soldiers cut off
from their units in retreat, formed themselves into guerrilla-
fighters in the areas behind the German lines, harrying the
invader's rear, derailing trams, ambushing convoys on the
road, and raiding depots and staff headquarters
Clearly the Germans had never expected to spend the
winter in Russia under war-conditions They had expected
that by then all would be over at least, that they would be
snugly housed in Moscow and Leningrad, and what was
left of the Soviet armies would be retreating beyond the
Volga and the Urals Following its success before Mos-
cow, the Red Army gave the Germans no rest, and cease-
lessly attacked throughout the winter months And in
those winter months, with their biting winds and snow
blizzards and thirty degrees of frost and the repeated blows
of the Red Army in front and of guerrillas in the rear, the
great German Army in the east came very near to breakmg-
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